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Hakka Eco-museum in Hezhou: Spatial
Perspective on a “Living Museum”
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Shaoling Tang
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This paper aims to introduce an eco-museum in Hezhou, located in
northeastern of Guangxi province, Mainland China and populated with a
large number of Hakka people. This large scale eco-museum was built under
the “1 + 10” project of Guanxi ethnic eco-museums in 2007. The area of this
eco-museum covers two villages: Renchong village, and Baihua village in
Liantang town, Hezhou. This museum can be described as the earliest Hakka
eco-museum in the world, where some Weiwu (traditional closed homestead)
was protected as a satellite museum, and a core museum was built to display
local cultural materials. We conducted fieldwork twice in this museum, first
in June 2017 and then in September 2020. In accordance with the field data
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and related literature, we outline the Hakka eco-museum of Hezhou and com-
pare it with those in Japan. In particular, although this museum is represented
as a “Hakka space”, several non-Hakka people livethere, while some typical
Hakka cultural symbols (such as Tolou architecture) are not existed. This pa-
per thus discusses the need to pay closer attention to the relationship between

local people and “place” in future Hakka eco-museums.

Keywords: Eco-museum, Anthropology Museum of Guangxi, Hakka,

Hezhou, Place
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